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'To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Hampton  Wick. 

Mb.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Seventeenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Circumstance,  the  Sanitary 
Administration  and  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Urban  District 
of  Hampton  Wick  for  the  year  1925. 

It  was  intimated  in  paragraph  13  of  Circular  540  of 
December  18th,  1924,  that  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  1925  would  be  a Survey  Report  and  that 
in  this  report  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  be  prepared 
to  deal  comprehensively  with  : — 

(a)  The  measure  of  progress  made  in  the  area  during  the 
preceding  five  years  in  the  improvement  of  the  public  health  : 

( b ) The  extent  and  character  of  the  changes  made  during 
that  period  in  the  public  health  services  of  the  area  (e.g., 
housing,  water  supply,  sewerage,  scavenging  or  refuse  disposal, 
food  inspection,  or  other  services  affecting  the  environment  of 
the  inhabitants  ; and  maternity  and  child  welfare  schemes, 
schemes  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal 
Diseases,  provision  of  isolation  hospitals,  or  other  services 
directed  to  the  prevention  or  cure  of  disease  in  individuals)  : 

(c)  Any  further  action  of  importance  in  the  organisation 
or  development  of  public  health  services  contemplated  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  considered  desirable  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

These  matters  are  dealt  with  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 
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With  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  report,  the  following 
bodies  and  persons  have  been  furnished  with  copies  : — 

(1)  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Hampton  Wick. 

(2)  The  Ministry  of  Health  (6  copies). 

(3)  County  Medical  Officer  (2  copies). 

(4)  The  Secretary  of  State,  Home  Office. 

(5)  The  Board  of  Education. 

(6)  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  Districts  bordering  on 
this  district. 

(7)  District  Medical  Officers  of  Districts  bordering  on 
this  District. 

(8)  Medical  Practitioners  living  in  this  District  or 
practising  in  this  neighbourhood. 

(9)  The  Local  Press  and  certain  Medical  Publications. 

(10)  The  British  Museum  and  certain  Medical  Libraries. 

(11)  Certain  other  persons  who  take  an  interest  in  the 
Health  of  the  District. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  district  is  situated  in  the  southern  part  of  the  County 
of  Middlesex.  The  area  is  stated  to  be  1306  statute  acres,  80 
of  which  comprise  Inland  Water.  A large  portion  of  this 
water  acreage  is  derived  from  the  River  Thames  which  borders 
the  district  for  a distance  of  about  miles.  The  rest  is  made 
up  from  the  canals  and  ponds  in  the  Royal  Gardens  and  Parks 
belonging  to  Hampton  Court  Palace.  The  district  is  bordered 
on  the  north  by  that  of  Teddington  and  on  the  west  by  that  of 
Hampton.  The  River  Thames,  which  divides  the  County  of 
Middlesex  from  that  of  Surrey,  forms  the  boundary  of  the 
eastern  and  southern  portions.  The  following  districts  in  the 
County  of  Surrey  abut  on  this  district : — 

The  Borough  of  Kingston-on-Thames,  the  Urbau  District 
of  Surbiton,  the  Parishes  of  Long  Ditton  and  Thames  Ditton, 
both  of  which  are  contained  within  the  Urban  District  of 
Esher  and  the  Dittons  and  the  Parish  of  East  Molesey  which 
is  within  the  Urban  District  of  East  and  We3t  Molesey. 

A small  portion  of  the  district,  about  three  acres  in  area,  is 
detached  from  the  rest  of  the  district.  It  is  enclosed  between 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Teddington  and  Hampton  and  is 
situated  about  200  yards  north  of  the  north  west  corner  of  the 
district.  For  many  years  it  contained  a house  and  garden 
with  a large  field.  Building  operations  are  now  about  to 
commence  on  the  field  and  this  will  add  to  the  population  and 
rateable  value  of  the  district. 


The  Population. 

The  population  according  to  the  census  of  1921  amounted 
to  3265  persons,  of  which  1714  were  males,  and  1551  females. 
This  number  included  466  men  belonging  to  the  Royal  Defence 
Force  who  happened  to  be  in  camp  in  the  Home  Park,  Hampton 
Court  at  that  time.  If  these  men  are  deducted  we  obtain  a 
population  of  2799  inhabitants  of  which  1218  are  males  and 
1551  females. 

The  following  table  gives  the  enumerated  population  of 
the  district  at  the  date  of  the  census  for  the  years  1891,  1901, 
1911,  1921  and  the  estimated  population  for  the  year  1925. 


Population  (Enumerated). 

(Estimated). 

1891 

1901 

1911 

1921 

1925 

2378 

2606 

2417 

l 

3265 

3041 

The  figure  for  1921  includes  the  men  in  camp. 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  Area. 

The  district  is  almost  entirely  fiat  and  rises  nowhere  40 
feet  above  sea  level.  The  average  height  of  the  River  Thames 
at  Hampton  Wick  is  about  17  feet  above  sea  level.  As  the 
general  level  of  the  village  amounts  from  25  to  30  feet  above 
ordnance  datum,  a flood  has  to  be  very  high  to  inconvenience 
the  inhabitants.  Such  floods  have  not  occurred  in  recent 
years.  The  soil  is  gravelly  throughout  and  the  ground  dries 
very  rapidly  after  rains.  By  far  the  greater  portion  of  the 
district  is  contained  within  the  gardens  and  parks  belonging  to 
the  Royal  Palace  of  Hampton  Court.  The  whole  of  the  Home 
Park  and  about  half  Bushy  Park  is  within  the  parish  boundary. 
The  remaining  part  is  entirely  covered  with  houses  and 
gardens  and  there  is  at  the  present,  with  one  small  exception, 
no  waste  ground  remaining. 

At  the  time  of  the  census  in  1921,  592  structurally  separate 
dwellings  were  occupied.  The  number  of  private  families 
amounted  to  639,  the  population  in  private  families  being  2657. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  £23,583  and  the  sum 
represented  by  a penny  rate  amounts  on  an  average  to  £90. 

Socially  the  district  is  mainly  residential.  A large  pro- 
portion of  the  residents  are  engaged  in  business  in  London  to 
which  place  a frequent  service  of  electric  trains  is  available. 
Electric  trams  also  connect  the  district  with  Kingston, 
Wimbledon  and  Twickenham.  Recreation  grounds  are  also 
available  in  the  adjoining  parks.  There  are  only  a few  small 
factories  within  the  district. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

The  following  table  gives  the  details  of  notifications  of 
births  belonging  to  the  year  under  review.  The  three  sources 
of  information  regarding  births  are  derived  from  the  Registrar- 
General,  the  Local  Registrar  and  from  Notifications  of  Births 
supplied  to  me  directly  by  Medical  Practitioners,  Midwives 
and  other  persons  present  at  the  time  of  birth. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Leg. 

Illeg. 

Leg. 

Illeg. 

Registrar  General 

20 

0 

18 

2 

40 

Local  Registrar 

13 

0 

16 

1 

30 

M.O.H.  Notifications  ... 

15 

0 

15 

0 

30 

Five  of  the  births  notified  to  me,  took  place  outside  the 
district,  and  the  information  was  tendered  to  me  by  the 
Medical  Officers  of  the  districts  where  the  births  occurred. 

The  discrepancies  in  the  numbers  arise  from  several 
causes.  Births  notified  by  the  Local  Registrar  do  not  include 
births  belonging  to  the  district  but  taking  place  outside, 
whereas  the  figures  of  the  Registrar-General  do.  The  births 
notified  to  me  are  those  actually  occurring  during  the  year 
while  the  figures  supplied  to  me  by  the  Registrar-General  and 
the  Local  Registrar  include  those  registered  in  the  year  under 
review.  Such  registration  need  only  be  carried  out  within  six 
weeks  of  the  birth  of  a child. 

The  birth-rate  is  based  on  the  figures  supplied  to  me  by 
the  Registrar-General  and  amounts  to  13.15. 

The  birth-rates  for  this  district  compared  with  other 
districts  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

England  and  Wales 

22.4 

20.6 

19.7 

18.8 

18.3 

London 

22.3 

21.0 

j 20.2 

18.7 

18.0 

County  of  Middlesex 

20.0 

18.7 

18.1 

17.0 

— 

District  of  HamptonWick 

14.3 

13.8 

10.5 

13.3 

13.2 

District  of  Hampton 
Wick.  Average  for 
preceding  ten  years  ... 

14.7 

11.5  1 

14.9 

14.5 

14.0 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  table  that  the  birth-rate 
for  this  year  is  slightly  lower  than  for  the  previous  year,  that 
it  is  considerably  lower  than  the  birth-rates  for  England  and 
Wales  and  London  and  the  County  of  Middlesex  and  somewhat 
lower  than  for  the  average  rates  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 

Deaths. 

Twenty-eight  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district  during 
the  year.  Of  these,  eight  were  males  and  twenty  females.  Of 
this  number  three,  two  males  and  one  female,  were  non- 
residents. This  makes  a nett  total  of  25  deaths  comprising 
six  males  and  19  females.  In  addition  15  residents  died  outside 
the  district,  these  being  nine  males  and  six  females.  This 
makes  a nett  total  of  40  deaths  made  up  by  15  males  and  25 
females.  The  death-rate  based  on  this  figure  amounts  to  13.16. 

The  following  table  shows  graphically  how  the  nett  total 


of  deaths  is  arrived  at : — 

M.  F.  Total. 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  ...  ...  8 20  28 

Deaths  of  Residents  occurring  outside  the 
district : — 

(o)  In  Public  Institutions — 

Kingston  and  District  Hospital...  5 2 7 

Teddiugton  Cottage  Hospital  ...  — 1 1 

Tol worth  Isolation  Hospital  ...  — 1 1 

County  Sanatorium,  Harefield  ...  1 — 1 

Other  Hospitals  and  Institutions  3 — 3 

(5)  In  Private  Houses  ...  ...  ...  — 2 2 


Complete  Total  ...  ...  17  26  43 

Deaths  of  Non-Residents  occurring  in  the 

district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 1 3 

Nett  Total  of  all  Deaths  belonging  to  the 

district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15  25  40 


The  Death-rates  compared  with  those  of  other  localities  are 
set  out  in  the  following  tables  : — 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

England  and  Wales 

12.1 

12  9 

11.6 

12.2 

12.2 

London  

12.4 

13.4 

11.2 

12.1 

11.7 

County  of  Middlesex  ... 

i io.i 

10.6 

9.5 

10.4 

— 

District  of  Hampton  Wick 

i 10.9 

12.5 

9.9 

11.4 

13.2 

District  of  Hampton 
Wick.  Average  for 
preceding  ten  years  .. 

12.5 

12.6 

12.8 

12.6 

12.1 
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The  above  table  shows  that  the  death  rate  for  this  year  is 
greater  than  that  of  the  preceding  year  and  is  greater  than  the 
ten  year  averages. 

In  the  following  table  is  given  a list  of  the  various  causes 
of  death  and  the  ages  at  which  death  occurred. 


Under 
1 year 

1 and 
under 
5 

5 and 
under 
15 

t5  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
45 

45  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
over 

Total 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of 
Reap,  system 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Other  Tubercu- 
lous Diseases 

1 

1 

Cancer 

1 

8 

2 

11 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

Heart  Disease 

1 

6 

7 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

(all  forms). 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital 
Debility,  &c. 

2 

2 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

Other  defined 
diseases 

2 

4 

6 

Total 

2 

0 

1 

1 

5 

14 

17 

40 

The  diseases  included  under  the  heading  of  “ other  defined 
diseases  ” include  one  of  Tabes,  one  of  Cerebral  Abscess  and 
four  of  Old  Age. 

The  chief  points  of  interest  in  the  above  table  are  : — 

(1)  that  31  out  of  the  40  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over 
45  years  of  age. 

(2)  that  no  less  than  11  deaths  were  due  to  Cancer. 

(3)  that  seven  deaths  were  due  to  Diseases  of  the  Heart. 

(4)  that  five  deaths  were  due  to  Tuberculosis. 
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The  causes  of  the  deaths  of  the  three  non-residents 
occurring  in  the  district  were  in  one  case  Broncho-pneumonia 
and  in  two  cases  Drowning. 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  two  cases  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age.  In  both  instances  the  cause  of  death  was  prematurity 
and  both  infants  died  shortly  after  birth. 


The  following  table  gives  the  Infant  Mortality  Rates  of 
various  localities  during  the  last  five  years. 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

England  and  Wales  

83 

77 

69 

75 

75 

London  

80 

74 

60 

69 

67 

County  of  Middlesex  

67 

58 

52 

56 

— 

District  of  Hampton  Wick 

43 

23 

91 

73 

50 

District  of  Hampton  Wick  : 
Average  for  preceding  ten 
years  

57 

39 

38 

37 

38 

Infantilo  Mortality  Rates  are  calculated  on  every  1000 
births  and  in  a small  district  like  that  of  Hampton  Wick  such 
rates  are  bound  to  vary  greatly.  The  rate  for  this  year  namely 
50  for  every  1000  births  is  considerably  lower  than  that  of 
England  and  Wales  and  London  but  is  somewhat  higher  than 
the  average  rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 

There  were  no  deaths  of  illegitimate  children  under  one 
year  of  age  during  the  year. 


The  amount  of  Poor  Law  relief  in  this  district  is  very 
small.  The  Relieving  Officer  informs  me  that  11  persons  are 
in  receipt  of  such  relief  at  the  preseut  time.  This  of  course 
does  not  include  persons  who  are  medically  attended  under  the 
Poor  Law  nor  does  it  include  patients  w7ho  are  sent  into  the 
Poor  Law  Infirmary,  the  latter  class  are  not  necessarily  paupers 
and  in  many  instances  pay  substantial  sums  towards  their 
keep  in  the  Infirmary. 

Hospital  relief  is  utilized  to  an  ever  increasing  extent  but 
in  many  cases  payments  are  made  to  the  institution. 

No  special  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  have  been 
specially  noteworthy  during  the  year  nor  did  any  conditions  of 
occupation  or  environment  appear  to  have  a prejudicial  effect 
on  health. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 
THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidized  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council.  There  are  no  hospitals  within  the 
District. 

(1)  Tuberculosis. 

Cases  of  this  disease  are  dealt  with  by  the  County  Council. 
There  is  provision  for  Sanatorium  treatment  at  Harefield  in 
Middlesex. 

(2)  Maternity. 

No  provision  for  those  cases  is  afforded  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  by  the  County  Council  but  arrangements  have 
been  made  since  1925  by  the  County  Council  for  hospital 
treatment  for  cases  of  especial  difficulty.  The  Kingston  and 
District  Hospital  is  at  all  times  available  for  cases  of  difficult 
labour. 

(5)  Children. 

No  special  provision. 

(4)  Fever. 

The  Local  Authority  has  arrangements  with  Hampton  in 
Middlesex  and  Tol  worth  in  Surrey  for  the  reception  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease.  The  diseases  admitted  to  these  hospitals 
are  chiefly  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever. 

(6)  Small-pox. 

The  Local  Authority  with  22  other  districts  in  Middlesex 
form  the  Middlesex  Districts  Joint  Board  and  provide  accom- 
modation for  Small-pox  at  South  Mimms  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  County  of  Middlesex. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children  in  the  area. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  Infectious  Cases. 

The  isolation  hospital  to  which  the  patient  is  moved 
provides  the  ambulance. 

(5)  N on-infectious  and  accident  cases. 

The  Council  possess  a hand  ambulance  which  is  used 
for  mortuary  work. 

The  police  possess  a hand  ambulance  which  is  parked  at 
a convenient  spot  within  the  district.  It  is  chiefly  used  for 
accident  cases. 

The  Kingston  and  District  Hospital  possess  a Motor 
ambulance  which  is  available  for  the  removal  of  cases  to  that 
hospital. 
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The  District  of  Teddington  possesses  an  ambulauce  which 
is  available  for  persons  residing  in  this  district  at  reasonable 
rates. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  provided  by 
the  Middlesex  County  Council  and  meets  once  a week  in  the 
Baptist  Chapel  There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  or  School 
Clinics.  The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  is  provided 
by  the  Middlesex  County  Council.  The  Treatment  Centre  for 
Tuberculosis  is  provided  by  the  same  body  and  is  situated  in 
Twickenham.  The  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  is  under- 
taken by  any  of  the  large  London  Hospitals  in  London  by 
arrangement  with  the  Middlesex  County  Council. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  a district  nurse.  She  attends 
Maternity  cases  in  conjunction  with  a doctor  and  also 
undertakes  District  Nursing  of  a medical  or  surgical  nature 
under  the  direction  of  the  patient’s  medical  attendant. 

This  is  a Church  Charity  and  the  money  is  provided  partly 
by  private  subscriptions  and  partly  by  funds  provided  by  the 
Parish  Lands  Trustees.  The  Nurse  only  underbakes  work 
within  the  Parish  Boundary  and  there  is  no  scheme  of 
co-ordination  as  far  as  the  County  Council  or  the  Local 
Authority  is  concerned. 

There  is  no  provision  for  the  nursing  of  non-notifiable 
infectious  diseases  such  as  Measles. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time) — H.  A.  Gunther, 
M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Sanitary  Inspector — P.  Taylor,  M.  Inst.  M.  and  C.E.,  M.R. 
San.  Inst.  (Part-time),  is  also  Surveyor  and  Rate  Collector  to 
the  Council. 

Inspector  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations 
1924 — H.  T.  Perry,  A.R.S.I.  (Part-time),  is  also  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  of  Kingston-on- 
Thames. 

Mortuary  Keeper — T.  M.  Brand  (Part-time),  is  also 
Engineer  to  the  Council. 

Contributions  are  made  to  the  salaries  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 
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Midwives. 

The  Local  Authority  does  not  employ  or  subsidize  Mid- 
wives.  There  are  none  who  reside  within  the  district.  During 
the  year  I received  four  notifications  from  Mid  wives  practising 
in  the  area. 

Chemical  Work. 

No  work  of  this  nature  has  been  undertaken  during  the 
period  under  review.  Work  of  this  nature  is  undertaken  by 
the  Clinical  Research  Association. 

Legislation  in  Force. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  Adoptive  Acts  and  Bye-Laws 
relating  to  the  Public  Health  in  force  in  the  District. 

(1)  Adoptive  Acts. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendments  Act,  1890  (Part  III). 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890  (Part  III). 

Public  Healths  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Parts  IT., 
III.,  IV.,  V.,  VII.  (Sections  81  (parts)  and  86), 
VIII.,  and  IX.) 

Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Parts  II  to  IV).  (Not  Sections 
21,  22  or  44). 

(2)  Bye-Laws. 

1894 — Slaughter  Houses. 

1894 — Prevention  of  Nuisances  arising  from  : — 

(a)  Snow  filth,  dust,  ashes  and  rubbish. 

(b)  The  keeping  of  animals  on  any  premises  so 

as  to  be  injurious  to  health. 

1901 — Part  II.  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 

1890  (posts,  wires,  tubes,  etc.,  in  Public  Streets). 

1906 — Common  Lodging  Houses. 

1926 — New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

The  whole  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Board.  The  quality  of  the  water  supply 
of  the  area  is  very  good.  About  two  or  three  houses  exclusive 
of  those  within  the  Royal  Parks  are  supplied  with  well  water. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

A complaint  was  received  from  the  Thames  Conservancy 
regarding  pollution  of  the  river  by  means  of  a surface  water 
drain  which  entered  the  river  at  the  foot  of  Old  Bridge  Street. 
On  investigation  it  was  found  that  a leak  in  the  pipe  had 
occurred  in  the  vicinity  of  a drain  from  a house.  The  matter 
was  remedied. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  district  is  well  drained.  The  sewage  is  collected  in 
reservoirs  and  is  driven  over  the  railway  bridge  by  compressed 
air  to  the  Sewerage  Works  at  Kingston  and  is  dealt  with 
there.  Nearly  every  house  in  the  district  is  connected  up  with 
this  system  and  it  works  satisfactorily.  The  few  houses 
unconnected  with  the  sewage  system  drain  into  cesspits  and 
there  is  generally  a reason  such  as  difficulty  with  levels  why 
such  houses  are  unconnected. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

All  the  closets  are  now  on  the  water  carriage  system.  The 
number  of  closets  is  generally  speaking  sufficient  but  in  one 
row  of  twelve  cottages  only  six  W.C.’s  are  available.  Two 
privies  have  been  opened  in  connection  with  some  gravel  pits 
which  have  recently  been  dug  within  the  district.  These 
privies  are  not  near  any  dwelling  house  but  they  are  liable  to 
become  a nuisance  if  not  properly  attended  to. 

There  are  four  urinals  available  to  the  general  public.  They 
are  attached  to  various  public  houses.  They  were  kept  under 
observation  during  the  year  and  their  condition  is  satisfactory. 
In  the  Royal  Gardens  and  Parks  of  Hampton  Court  Palace 
there  are  in  addition  other  urinals  available  to  the  General 
Public  when  the  Gardens  are  open. 

Scavenging. 

The  House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  by  the  Local 
Authority  in  their  own  carts  and  is  tipped  on  to  land  adjacent 
to  the  allotments  near  the  river  and  which  is  rented  from  H M. 
Office  of  Works.  These  allotments  are  situated  in  one  of  the 
paddocks  belonging  to  the  Home  Park.  The  arrangements 
work  well  and  no  nuisance  occurred  during  the  year. 

There  are  very  few  fixed  ashbins  now  remaining.  Move- 
able  ashbins  of  galvanized  iron  are  supplied  to  nearly  all  the 
cottages.  No  fixed  ashbins  have  been  abolished  in  recent 
years 

Annual  Beport  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Year 
ending  31s£  December  1925. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hampton  Wick 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  13th  Annual  Report  on  the  work  done 
by  me  as  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Inspections. 

Complaints  received  and  attended  to  ...  16 

Premises  inspected  owing  to  complaints  ...  16 
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House  to  house  inspections 

148 

Re-inspections  found  necessary  ... 

16 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections 

196 

Notices. 

Eoofs  repaired 

7 

Eaves,  gutters  repaired... 

7 

Rainwater  Pipes  repaired 

7 

New  dustbins  provided  ... 

12 

W.G’s  repaired 

6 

Notices  Served.  Statutory. 

Informal  61  4 

Complied  with  61  4 

Schools. 

Number  in  District 

4 

Frequency  of  Inspection 

Monthly 

Number  found  defective 

None 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Number  of  sheds  in  district 

0 

Number  of  cows  kept  ... 

0 

Number  of  dairies 

2 

Number  of  visits  paid 

4 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply. 

Drains  tested  ... 

1 

Drains  cleared 

7 

Waste  pipes  repaired 

3 

Water  closets  unstopped 

7 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Number  of  cases  notified 

33 

Rooms  disinfected 

29 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

Number  in  district 

30 

Number  of  inspections  ... 

30 

Urinals  Available  for  the  General  Public 

Number  in  district 

4 

Inspected  periodically  and  generally  found  satisfactory. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

PERCY  TAYLOR, 

M.R.  San.  Inst., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Smoke  Abatement. 

No  nuisances  from  Smoke  came  under  my  notice  during 
the  year. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

Tenement  Houses  or  Houses  let  in  Lodgtngs. 

There  is  one  Tenement  House  in  the  District.  It  was 
originally  a large  private  house  but  for  many  years  past  it  has 
been  divided  up  into  six  tenements.  There  are  several  houses 
let  in  lodgings.  This  has  always  been  an  unsatisfactory  class  of 
property  to  deal  with  and  repairs  are  constantly  needed. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  is  one  in  the  district.  It  was  periodically  inspected. 
There  are  two  rooms  available  and  there  is  accommodation  for 
three  male  persons  in  each  room.  The  rooms  are  kept  clean 
and  the  regulations  were  carried  out  to  my  satisfaction. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Other  Sanitary  Conditions  requiring  Notice. 

A large  gravel  pit  was  opened  during  the  year.  It  is 
situated  on  land  which  formerly  formed  part  of  the  large 
garden  of  a private  house  and  is  in  the  centre  of  the  village. 
It  is  filled  with  water.  There  are  many  houses  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  and  complaints  were  received  from  several 
of  the  inmates  of  these  houses  during  the  summer  of  an 
increase  of  flies,  mosquitoes,  etc.  Smells  were  also  complained 
of.  I inspected  the  pit  and  found  that  the  Sanitary  arrange- 
ments for  the  workmen  engaged  on  this  work  were  not 
satisfactory.  I hope  these  will  be  remedied  in  the  ensuing 
year.  The  presence  of  a large  and  deep  gravel  pit  filled  with 
water  in  the  middle  of  the  village,  is,  I think,  very  likely  to 
upset  existing  conditions  such  as  drainage,  and  this  may 
possibly  cause  ill-health  and  disease.  Your  Council  does  not 
appear  to  have  powers  to  prevent  gravel  pits  being  dug  in 
unsuitable  localities.  There  is  another  gravel  pit  which  has 
been  opened  during  the  last  few  years.  It  is  however  dry  and 
is  not  near  houses. 

Schools. 

There  are  four  schools  within  the  district.  The  Boys, 
Girls’  and  Infant’s  Schools  are  situated  in  the  village  and  there 
is  a school  situated  within  the  grounds  of  Hampton  Court 
Palace  which  affords  instruction  to  children  up  to  the  Second 
Standard.  The  following  notifications  for  the  prevention  and 
spread  of  infectious  disease  were  forwarded  by  me  to  the 
School  Medical  Officer  and  the  School  Teachers. 
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Disease 

Cases  Excluded 

Contacts  Excluded 

No.  of 

Notifications 

Boys 

Girls 

Infants 

Palace 

Private 

Boys  1 

Girls 

Infants 

Palace 

| Private 

Total 

Diphtheria  

12 

1 

5 

5 

0 

0 

9 

14 

8 

0 

0 

42 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Total  

15 

1 

6 

5 

0 

0 

10 

14 

8 

0 

1 

45 

In  addition,  I received  from  other  Councils,  notifications 
of  three  children  suffering  from  Diphtheria  who  were  attending 
the  Girls’  and  Infants’  School  at  Hampton  Wick.  The 
Sanitary  arrangements  of  the  Schools  were  periodically 
inspected  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  water 
supply  of  the  Schools  was  also  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


HOUSING. 

(I)  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area, 

During  the  year  the  Cottage  Property  was  kept  under 
constant  supervision  by  the  Sanitarj'  Inspector  and  myself. 
Frequent  house-to-house  inspections  were  made.  There  is  still 
a shortage  ot  houses  in  the  district  but  the  shortage  is  no 
greater  than  in  the  surrounding  districts.  A good  many 
houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  but  these  are  somewhat 
larger  than  those  usually  occupied  by  the  Working  classes. 
There  are  hardly  any  empty  houses  in  the  district,  and  there 
is  but  very  little  land  now  left  on  which  cottages  could  be 
erected.  No  important  changes  in  the  population  has  occurred 
during  the  year  under  review  nor  is  any  anticipated  in  the 
future. 

(II)  Overcrowding. 

There  is  still  some  overcrowding  but  this  continues  to 
diminish.  The  diminutions  has  been  going  on  slowly  but 
steadily  ever  since  the  war  years  when  many  families  migrated 
into  this  district  on  account  of  its  immunity  from  air  raids. 
No  measures  were  taken  during  the  year  in  regard  to  over- 
crowding. 
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(III)  Fitness  of  houses. 

As  has  been  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  there  are 
about  50  cottages  difficult  to  keep  in  proper  repair  and  which 
are  for  the  most  part  unprovided  with  the  conveniences 
necessary  for  the  standard  of  decent  living  which  obtains  at 
the  present  day.  There  are  two  or  three  large  houses  which 
house  several  families.  This  is  also  an  unsatisfactory  class  of 
property  to  deal  with.  Several  of  the  larger  houses  have  been 
converted  into  flats  hut  this  class  of  property  is  usually 
occupied  by  a more  prosperous  class  of  inhabitant  and  few 
complaints  were  made  as  regards  the  sanitary  conditions. 

On  inspection  of  the  cottages  the  defects  found  to  exist 
were  leaky  roofs,  defective  stack  pipes  causing  dampness  of  the 
walls,  broken  W.C.  pans  and  seats,  W.C.  cisterns  not  acting 
properly  and  leaking,  defective  flooring  and  staircases  and 
windows  broken  or  not  opening  or  shutting  properly.  W.C. 
accommodation  is  sometimes  unsatisfactory  as  the  occupants 
of  two  dwelling  houses  may  have  to  use  the  same  W.C. 
It  is  difficult  to  say  how  far  defects  are  due  to  the  lack  of 
proper  management  and  supervision  by  owners,  or  to  acts  of 
waste  or  neglect  by  tenants.  All  one  can  say  in  this  connection 
is  that  however  bad  a property  may  be  it  is  possible  for  the 
tenauts  if  they  are  clean  and  painstaking  to,  to  a large  extent, 
minimise  the  defects.  Naturally  owners  do  not  care  to  spend 
money  on  repairs  to  property  if  such  repairs  are  due  to  the 
negligence  of  the  tenants. 

In  four  cases  Statutory  notices  were  served  on  owners 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts  to  comply  with  certain  require- 
ments regarding  the  Sanitary  conditions  of  such  houses  and 
the  notices  were  complied  with. 

The  water  supply  of  the  cottages  is  good.  The  refuse 
disposal  works  satisfactorily.  Twelve  new  dustbins  were 
provided  during  the  year.  There  are  few  brick  asbbins  still 
remaining. 

(IV)  There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  in  the  district. 

(V)  The  Bye-laws  relating  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings 
occupied  the  attention  of  your  Council  during  the  year  and 
revised  Bye-laws  will  be  brought  into  operation  during  the 
ensuing  year.  There  are  no  Bye-laws  relating  to  houses 
let  in  lodgings  and  to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc. 

Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925. 

Number  of  new  bouses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  sepa- 
rately under  b) 
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( b ) With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 
Act : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

1.  Unfit  dwelling  houses. 

Inspection— (1)  Total  number  of  dweliing-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  in- 

spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Begulations,  1910, 
or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Begulations, 
1925  

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  previous  sub- head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  became 
operative  in  persuance  of  declarations 
by  owners  of  intention  to  close 

B.  —Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied 


0 

0 

150 

70 

0 

65 

61 

0 

3 

0 

0 

16 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  16 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

C. — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with 

a view  to  tho  making  of  Closing  Orders  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-housLS  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined. the  dwelling-houses  having 
been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Order  were  made  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  0 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  and  distribution  of  milk 
in  this  district  appear  to  be  quite  adequate.  No  cows  are  now 
kept  within  the  district  but  there  are  two  dairies.  These 
dairies  are  distributing  agencies,  one  obtaining  milk  chiefly 
from  the  Salisbury  district  and  the  other  from  the  Reading 
district.  The  dairies  were  periodically  inspected  and  were 
found  to  be  kept  in  a cleanly  condition.  No  action  was  taken 
as  to  tuberculous  milk.  There  was  no  reason  to  suppose  such 
milk  was  being  distributed  in  the  district.  No  licences  were 
granted  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  special  designations  Classified 
as  in  the  Fourth  Schedule  to  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order  1923.  There  was  no  refusals  or  revocation  of  registration 
of  retailers  or  of  licences  for  graded  milk.  No  samples  of 
graded  or  other  milk  were  bacteriologically  examined. 

(b)  Meat. 

There  are  two  meat  shops  in  the  district.  There  is  one 
registered  Slaughter  House  in  the  district.  No  slaughtering 
took  place  within  it  during  the  year  under  review.  The 
following  table  contains  a statement  of  the  number  of  private 
slaughter  houses  in  use  in  the  area  at  the  dates  mentioned  : — 
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In 

1920 

In  Jan. 
1925 

In  Dec. 
1925 

Registered 

1 

1 

1 

Licensed 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  which 
came  into  force  on  April  1st,  1925,  Mr.  Perry,  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  of  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  was  appointed  Meat  Inspector  to  your  Council.  He 
made  constant  inspections  of  the  meat  and  premises  of  the  two 
butchers.  No  meat  was  found  to  he  diseased.  No  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  the  disposal  of  condemned  meat,  but 
I imagine  it  would  be  buried. 

(c)  Other  Foods. 

No  instance  of  food  found  to  be  unsound  was  brought 
under  my  notice  during  the  year.  The  bakehouses  and  other 
premises  where  foods  are  manufactured,  prepared,  stored  or 
exposed  for  sale  were  periodically  inspected  and  the  sanitary 
conditions  were  found  satisfactory.  There  are  two  bakehouses 
in  the  area,  one  of  them  changed  hands  during  the  year  and 
the  internal  arrangements  have  been  brought  more  up  to  date. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  Generally. 


The  following  shows  the  prevalence  of  the  principal 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  since  1920. 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Fever 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Pnumnia. 

1921 

4 

6 

1 

1 

4 

L922 

19 

2 

0 

1 

9 

1923 

6 

2 

0 

0 

4 1 

1924 

5 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1925 

7 

18 

1 

0 

5 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  there  have,  in 
two  of  the  years  under  review,  been  an  unusual  number  of 
cases  of  two  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  namely  Scarlet  Fever 
in  1922  and  Diptheria  in  1925.  The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in 
1922  occurred  mostly  among  children  attending  the  Element- 
ary  Schools  and  nearly  all  in  the  latter  part  of  that  year. 
The  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  1925  on  the  other  hand  were  notified 
from  time  to  time  throughout  the  year. 

Small-pox. 

No  case  of  Small-pox  has  been  notified  in  this  district. 
In  1922  in  view  of  the  somewhat  serious  outbreak  of  the 
disease  in  London  and  other  parts  of  the  country,  a great  many 
vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  were  performed  by  Medical 
Men  practising  in  the  district.  Since  then  only  about  half  the 
children  born  in  any  particular  year  are  vaccinated  aud  re- 
vaccinations  are  only  undertaken  for  some  particular  cause  such 
as  when  the  subject  is  going  abroad  or  about  to  enter  some 
employment  where  re-vaccination  is  compulsory.  No  primary 
vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  have  ever  been  performed  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Small- 
pox Prevention)  Regulations  1917  in  this  district. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Seven  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  No  death 
occurred.  This  give  a case  rate  of  2 30  as  against  that  of 
England  and  Wales  which  amounts  to  2.36.  There  was  no 
epidemic  ; the  cases  were  distributed  fairly  evenly  throughout 
the  year  the  last  case  being  notified  in  October.  No  use  was 
made  of  the  Dick  Test.  Four  cases  were  sent  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Tol worth  and  three  were  treated  at  home.  There 
were  no  return  cases.  Two  cases  occurred  in  the  same  house, 
one  being  treated  at  home  and  one  at  the  hospital.  This 
disease  seems  to  be  of  a much  milder  character  than  formerly. 

Diphtheria. 

Seventeen  cases  were  notified,  one  of  these  on  two  separate 
occasions.  One  case  proved  fatal.  This  gives  a case  rate  of 
5.59  as  against  1.23  for  England  and  Wales,  and  a death  rate 
of  0.33  as  against  0.07  for  England  and  Wales  aud  0.11  for 
Londou.  Of  the  seventeen  cases  three  were  treated  at  home 
and  14  were  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Tolworth.  Three 
of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  eight  in  the 
summer  and  five  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year. 
Two  adults  contracted  the  disease,  the  rest  were  children 
mostly  of  school  age.  In  one  case  three  inmates  of  the  same 
house  contracted  the  disease  and  in  four  instances  two  members 
of  the  same  household  were  affected  ; in  one  case  after  an 
interval  of  five  months.  Most  of  the  cases  occured  in  the 
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centre  of  the  village,  namely  in  Park  Road  and  in  High  Street. 
One  of  the  cases  was  a carrier  case  and  was  sent  into  hospital 
on  two  separate  occasions.  A virulence  test  was  performed 
and  the  bacilli  were  found  to  be  non-virulent.  Such  cases 
gives  rise  to  an  immense  amount  of  trouble.  In  several  of  the 
cases  great  difficulty  was  found  in  getting  rid  of  the  bacilli  from 
the  throat,  although  the  child  appeared  to  be  perfectly  well. 
This  feature  was  more  marked  this  year  than  in  other  years. 
In  one  case  the  drains  of  the  house  were  at  fault. 

I had  an  opportunity  of  performing  the  Schick  Test  on  a 
series  of  13  persona  who  were  in  contact  with  the  disease  in 
two  separate  households.  Of  this  number  six  gave  a definite 
positive  result.  One  developed  the  disease  a few  days  after  the 
test  was  performed  and  the  test  was  not  definitely  positive. 
The  six  cases  which  had  given  a definitely  positive  result  were 
then  submitted  to  a course  of  Diphtheria  Prophylactic  or 
Toxin-Antitoxin  Mixture  for  Active  Immunisation,  the  mixture 
being  obtained  from  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  & Co. 
Three  doses  of  1 c.c.  each  were  injected  into  the  arm  at 
intervals  of  one  week.  None  of  these  cases  have  up  to  the 
present  developed  the  disease.  Judging  from  one’s  experience 
in  this  small  number  of  cases,  I cannot  say  that  I consider  this 
method  of  controlling  the  disease  is  generally  desirable  in  such 
a district  as  this  although  I admit  under  different  conditions  it 
may  be  very  valuable.  Each  child  if  the  test  is  positive,  and  if 
the  Toxin-Antitoxin  treatment  is  proceeded  with,  has  to  receive 
five  pricks  with  a needle  and  some  children  very  much  object 
to  the  repeated  inoculations.  Then  again  the  Schick  Test  is 
not  very  easy  to  carry  out  and  the  results  may  be  difficult  to 
interpret  unless  one  has  had  special  experience  in  the  method. 
For  many  years  I have  carried  out  prophylactic  injection  of 
contacts  with  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  and  have  had  very  few 
failures,  the  only  one  I can  call  to  mind  being  this  year  where 
a child  who  was  prophylactically  injected  contracted  the 
disease  three  months  later.  There  were  no  return  cases  of  the 
disease. 

In  this  district  the  vast  majority  of  cases  are  promptly 
treated  with  Diphtheria  Antitoxin,  nor  is  there  any  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  serum  quickly,  either  from  me  or  from  chemists 
in  the  neighbourhood,  the  majority  keeping  it  in  stock.  I 
could  not  find  any  special  cause  for  the  prevalence  of  this 
disease  during  the  year. 

Enteric  Fever. 

One  case  was  notified.  The  patient  recovered.  This 
gives  a case  rate  of  0.33  as  against  that  of  England  and  Wales 
which  amounts  to  0.07.  During  the  last  five  years  three 
cases  of  this  disease  have  been  notified.  Previously  no  case 
had  been  notified  since  1906. 
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Puerperal  Fever. 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  year.  During  the  last 
five  years  three  cases  have  been  notified,  one  of  which  proved 
fatal. 

Erysipelas. 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Pneumonia. 

Five  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  two  deaths.  One 
of  the  deaths  referred  to  a death  which  was  only  diagnosed 
after  a P.M.  An  inquest  was  held  on  the  case.  The  cases 
notified  all  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

Examination  of  Pathological  and  Bacteriological 
Specimens. 

This  work  is  undertaken  for  the  Council  by  the  Clinical 
Research  Association.  Virulence  Tests  for  Diphtheria  are 
undertaken  by  the  Wellcome  Physiological  Research  Lab- 
oratories. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  examinations 
carried  out  for  your  Council  during  the  year. 


Positive  Result. 

Negative  Result. 

Total 

Diphtheria  . 

22 

60 

82 

Diphtheria  ... 

0 

1 

1 

(Virulence  Test) 

Tuberculosis  .. 

0 

4 

4 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

0 

1 

(Vidal’s  Re-actn.) 

Vincent’s 

Angina 

1 

0 

1 

24 

65 

89 

Double  the  number  of  examinations  were  carried  out  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  but  this  was  rendered 
necessary  because  of  the  number  of  contacts  in  the  Diphtheria 
oase3. 


Non-notifiable  Acute  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  diseases  included  under  this  headiug  include  Measles, 
German  Measles,  Whooping-Cough,  Chicken-pox  and  Influenza. 
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There  were  few  cases  of  any  of  these  diseases  during  the  year. 
A few  cases  of  Chicken-pox  and  Whooping  Cough  came  under 
my  notice  during  the  summer.  Cases  of  German  Measles 
appeared  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  disease  had  disappeared 
from  the  district  since  the  war.  No  school  notifications  of 
these  diseases  were  received,  one  reason  being  that  most  of 
the  cases  occurred  duriug  the  holidays. 

Other  Diseases  which  have  received  Special  Attention. 

The  only  disease  I shall  refer  to  under  this  heading  is 
Cancer.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  were  11  deaths  from  this 
disease  during  the  year.  The  average  number  of  deaths  from 
this  disease  of  persons  residing  in  this  district  calculated  on  the 
previous  ten  years  amounts  to  4.1.  It  is  difficult  to  account 
for  the  increasing  incidence  of  this  disease  and  one  can  only 
hope  that  the  more  modern  methods  of  treatment  may  cure  or 
at  all  events  ameliorate  the  symptons  of  this  distressing 
complaint. 

Articles  worn  or  soiled  by  persons  who  are  suffering  from 
this  disease  should,  when  no  longer  needed,  be  destroyed  and 
rooms  occupied  by  such  persons  are  always  disinfected  on 
request.  They  should  be  thoroughly  cleansed  afterwards. 

Disinfection. 

Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  fumigation  with 
Formalin.  Infected  clothes  or  linen  are  steeped  in  a solution 
of  Izal.  There  is  no  special  apparatus  for  baking  or  destroying 
infected  articles  such  as  mattresses.  When  necessary  such 
articles  are  sent  away  to  private  firms  in  the  neighbourhood 
who  undertake  this  work.  There  are  no  facilities  in  the  area 
for  the  cleansing  or  disinfecting  of  verminous  persons  and  their 
belongings.  Such  persons  should  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
events  be  sent  to  the  Union  Infirmary. 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  in  the  area  during  the  year 
under  review. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

4 

0 

Diphtheria 

17 

14 

1 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

5 

4 

1 

The  following  table  gives  the  age  incidence  of  the  cases 
notified  : — 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  death  of  cases 
notified. 


Tuberculosis. 

Three  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  one  case  of  Non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  Five  deaths  were 
registered,  one  from  within  the  district  and  four  from  without 
the  district.  Of  the  four  cases  who  died  outside  the  district 
two  had  been  notified  when  they  were  residing  within  the 
district.  One  of  the  others  had  left  the  district  many  years 
ago  and  died  in  a mental  institution  and  no  doubt  contracted 
the  disease  there,  but  bis  death  from  this  disease  is  credited  to 
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this  district.  In  all  probability  both  the  cases  not  notified  in 
this  district  were  notified  in  other  districts.  The  ratio  of 
non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  Tuberculosis  deaths  is 
2 to  5.  The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  iu  this  area  is,  I 
consider,  quite  efficient. 


Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  from  deaths 
from  the  disease  in  this  area  during  1925  is  given  in  the 
following  table  : — 


New 

' Cases. 

1 

1 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Plmny. 

Non-Plmy. 

Plmny. 

Non-Plmy. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

i 

M. 

F. 

M. 

1 P. 

0—1  

1 

1 

1—5  

1 

5-10 

10—15  

1 

15-20  

| 

1 

| 

20-25  

25-35  

1 

1 

35-45  

1 

45  — 55  

1 

55—65 

1 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total  

1 

2 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1924. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  register  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  amounted  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  six,  three  being 
pulmonary  cases  and  three  being  non-pulmonary. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925. 

No  action  relating  to  tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk 
trade  was  taken  under  these  regulations  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 

Your  Council  did  not  apply  for  any  order  for  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  a patient  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  provided  by 
the  Middlesex  County  Council  and  meets  once  a week  in  the 
Baptist  Chapel. 

During  the  year  there  were  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever, 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  or  Poliomyelitis.  No  case  of 
Epidemic  Diarrhoea  in  a child  came  under  my  notice.  The 
summer  was  not  unduly  hot  and  the  incidence  of  this  disease 
has  greatly  diminished  in  the  last  ten  years.  There  were  a few 
cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Chicken-pox.  This  matter  was 
discussed  in  the  section  on  Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

The  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  were  period- 
ically inspected  and  the  conditions  found  were  satisfactory. 
They  are  all  small  and  few  persons  are  employed.  Three 
persons  residing  in  this  district  were  notified  to  me  by  the 
authorities  of  other  districts  as  being  Outworkers. 

In  conclusion  I must  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  the  careful  way  in  which  they 
have  considered  any  suggestions  I have  advanced  during  the 
year  and  also  to  your  Officers  for  the  highly  efficient  services 
they  have  rendered  to  me  in  the  execution  of  my  duties. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  A.  GUNTHER, 

M.B.  Lond.,  M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  L.R.C.P.  Lond., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


INQUESTS,  1925. 

Date.  Age.  Sex.  Cause  of  Death. 

Jan.  26 82 F Syncope  from  a ruptured  Heart. 

P.M. 

March  30 81 F Lobar  Pneumonia.  P.M. 

*June  6 — 48 M Found  Drowned. 

*June  8 35 M ...Suicide  by  taking  Carbolic  Acid, 

no  evidence  as  to  the  state  of  his 
mind. 

*Dec.  28 30 M Drowning  caused  by  accidentally 

falling  into  the  River. 

* Denotes  a non-resident. 


28 


■vrl 

T — 

Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(2; 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

26 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Workshops  

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

12 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Workplaces  

(Other  than  outworkers’  premises) 

22 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total  

60 

0 

0 

2 — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces — 

Nil. 


